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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In reply to the February 23, 2009 Office Action, reconsideration of the above- 
identified application is respectfully requested in light of the following remarks. Claims 1, 3, 
6-15, 18, 19, 23 and 24 are pending in this application. 

Applicants appreciate the Office Action's indication that claims 11-15 contain 
allowable subject matter. 

The Office Action rejects claims 1, 3, 6, 8, 23 and 24 under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) over 
U.S. Patent No. 6,896,256 to Hozumi in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,073,927 to Sako et al. 
(hereinafter "Sako") and U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2002/007471 1 to Higaki; 
and claim 18 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) over Hozumi in view of Sako. 

Independent claims 1 and 18 recite a drive roller and a driven roller that are disposed 
at an immediately downstream side from a reading point of the image reading part. 


